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INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE: To state the purpose of this publication.
To provide an overview of some of the contents of this publication.

Some of you have been with the program 
since its inception in 1996. You have done 

an excellent job and we (Edmonton Logos 
Society) thank you very much for your efforts 

and commitment. 
Others of you 
are a little newer 
to the program. 
Welcome! We are 
sure your efforts 
and successes will 
be equally as great 
and rewarding.

As a Society, we have prepared this booklet 
to assist new teachers and principals in familiar-
izing themselves with the history and objectives 
of the program. What makes it unique? What 
are the expectations?

Material in this document is organized into 
four sections. This first section contains some 
general information about the Logos Society, 
schools, and so on. The second section contains 
documents from Edmonton Public Schools 
(EPS). These could be considered the legal 
foundation of the program. The third section 
contains documents prepared by the Edmonton 
Logos Society. In some cases this material 
is more specific than material from EPS and 
might, therefore, help you to better understand 
our approach and expectations. The last section 
contains documents from other individuals or 
organizations. The one document in this sec-
tion at this time is a paper by Denis Lamoureux, 
ñViews on the Origin of the Universe and Life.ò 
Dr. Lamoureux is one of the leading authori-
ties on this topic in the country. He has a PhD 
in both theology and biology as well as other 

graduate degrees. This document supports point 
2 under ñSome Additional Conditionsò in the 
Logos Societyôs brochure (p. 28).

Each document in the last three sections 
includes a purpose statement indicating why the 
Society thinks the document is important.

You will note from the Board Report 
through which EPS approved the Logos 
Program (pp. 11ï13) that the Program has two 
pillarsða nurturing Christian environment and 
a strong academic program based on the peda-
gogical approach used in the EPSôs Cogito alter-
native program.

How does one establish a Christian environ-
ment? The program approved by EPS lists a few 
features that are expected:
Å morning prayers
Å reading of Scripture and other devotional 

material
Å ñperiodic assemblies with a Christian perspec-

tiveò (p. 12)
Å bringing ña Christian viewpoint to issues and 

topics from all curriculum areasò (p. 12)
Other components could include:

Å displays featur-
ing Christian 
pictures, posters, 
and so on

Å Bible verses on 
the bulletin board

Å spontaneous 
prayer at any 
time by students 
or teacher for 
someone, some 
issue, or some 
event

This publication 
should help readers 
familiarize themselves 
with the nature of 
the Logos Christian 
Program.

Each school has 
multiple copies of 
the Encyclopedia of 
Biblical Truth which 
provides material 
and suggestions for 
integrating Christian 
beliefs into all subject 
areas.
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Å saying grace at lunch
Å singing Christian songs and choruses
Å having a testimony time occasionally.

All of the above are only suggestions and 
the list is not exhaustive. Each classroom will 
likely develop a Christian environment in slight-
ly different ways. The document, The Logos 
Program Description (pp. 15ï19) lists some 
additional suggestions.

How does one establish a strong academic 
program? This is obviously beyond the scope of 
an introductory statement. However, it must be 
pointed out that the Logos Program is to empha-
size traditional learning models and be based 
on the Cogito approach (pp. 11ï12). The Logos 
Program Description (pages 15ï19) also elabo-
rates on this approach.

As indicated earlier, this publication is one 
attempt to communicate the essential nature of 

the Logos Christian Program to teachers and 
principals. We do use other communication 
medium including:
Å a fall Commissioning Service in which all 

stakeholders are dedicated to God for the task 
He has given us

Å the Logos Lantern is published three or four 
times each school year

Å holding monthly Logos Board meetings in the 
schools. The principal, teachers, and parents 
are invited to these.

Å having each school select a representative 
to serve on the Logos Board. This person 
can communicate to the Board on behalf of 
the school and to the school on behalf of the 
Board.

Å making phone numbers of Logos Board mem-
bers readily available. The list appears on page 
7 of this document.

Teach a child to choose Teach a child to choose 
the right path, and when 
he is older he will remain 
upon it.

éProverbs 22:6 (Living Bible)éProverbs 22:6 (Living Bible)
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PROGRAM HISTORY

PURPOSE To acquaint the reader with some events that led to the formation of the 
Edmonton Logos Society.
To provide some background on the growth and operation of the Logos 
Christian Program.

In response to a perceived demand, Trustee 
Jean Woodrow had presented a possible 

Logos program in 1993 as a ñTrustee Budget 
Initiative.ò However, this was 
not formally pursued by the 
Edmonton Public Schools 
administration at the time. In 
the spring of 1995, Jean, then 
Vice-Chair of the Edmonton 
Public School Board, contacted 
Leif Stolee, a former high school 
principal and well-known edu-
cator, to see if he could form 
a committee to develop a pro-
posal for a Christian program within Edmonton 
Public Schools. Leif contacted Janice Barth 
and Bruce Wilkinson. Bruce was a Professor 
of Economics at the University of Alberta who 
had done considerable research on the econom-
ics of education and educational choice. Bruce, 
in turn, introduced the idea to John Bergen, a 
retired Professor of Educational Administration 
and recognized authority on Christian Schooling 
in Canada, and George Cathcart, a Professor of 
Elementary Education. Elvis Iginla, a lawyer, 
subsequently joined the team.

The Edmonton Logos Society was formally 
organized and duly registered with the govern-
ment. The Society also applied for and received 
the status of a recognized Canadian charity. This 
allowed the Society to issue official receipts for 
donations.

The word ñLogosò was used in the name of 
the society because of its rich Biblical meaning. 
As the Gospel of John says, ñIn the beginning 

was the Word (Logos) and the Word (Logos) 
was with God and the Word was God. ... The 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us.ò (John 

1: 1, 14a).
Discussions were held with 

the Superintendent of Schools, 
Emery Dosdall, in the summer 
of 1995, and he encouraged the 
Society to see if there was suffi-
cient public support for a school 
emphasizing Christian values and 
perspectives.

Accordingly, an information 
brochure similar to that on pages 

27ï28 was developed and public meetings were 
held in the autumn of 1995 and early January 
1996, where information on the proposed pro-
gram was presented and discussed. Hundreds of 
interested parents indicated their interest in hav-
ing their children in such a program.

Buoyed by this interest, the Society prepared 
an extensive document for the Superintendent 
of Schools in January 1996. He and his staff 
then drafted a submission to the Edmonton 
Public School Trustees, based on the document 
the Society had prepared. Consequently, when 
the submission came before the Trustees, it 
came as a request by the Superintendent him-
self, rather than from The Edmonton Logos 
Society per se. It was this document which was 
approved by the Trustees on January 23, 1996 
and which you now see in this orientation pack-
age as ñEdmonton Public Schools Board Report: 
Approval of Logos Programò (pp 11ï13).

Initially, Edmonton Public Schools chose

Jean Woodrow, for-
mer Vice-Chair of 
the Edmonton Public 
School Board, planted 
the seed for a Logos 
Christian Program in 
1995.
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five schools in which to have a Logos Christian 
ProgramðFulton Place, Hardisty, Kensington, 
Youngstown, and Winterburn. The program 
commenced in September 1996 with about 440 
students in attendance. This number swelled to 
about 610 in September 1997.

In September 1998, three additional schools 
were chosen to offer the Logos Programð
Belmont, Killarney, and Queen Alexandra. 
Stratford was added to the group in 2003. With 
these additions, attendance rose to its current 
level of between 1200 and 1300 students.

As this revision goes to press, a tenth 
school, Sakaw Elementary, is being considered 
for a Logos Program.

During the early period, two other Directors 
were added to the Logos ExecutiveðMonica 
Breitkreutz and David Jeffares. Dr. Jeffares 
had been instrumental in getting the Alberta 
Education Early Childhood Program and the 
Attendance Board Program organized and start-
ed. He was also an instructor at the University 
of Alberta at the time.

Currently Directors are elected at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Society, normally for a 
three-year term. The current directors are listed 
on the next page. In addition the Logos Board 
has a representative from each school with a 
Logos Program.

In the end, all of history
will be

His Story!
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LOGOS SCHOOL SITES
(2006ï2007)

Belmont Elementary
3310  132A Avenue
Phone:  476-9590

Fulton Place Elementary
10310  56 Street
Phone:  466-3871

Hardisty Elementary/Junior High
10534  62 Street
Phone:  469-0426

Kensington Elementary
13410  119 Street
Phone:  455-1836

Killarney Junior High
13110  91 Street
Phone:  475-1737

Queen Alexandra Elementary
7730  106 Street
Phone:  439-2516

Stratford Junior High
8715  153 Street
Phone:  484-3381

Winterburn Elementary/Junior High
9527  215 Street
Phone:  447-3566

Youngstown Elementary
10330  163 Street
Phone:  489-4600

Sakaw Elementary
5730  11A Avenue
Phone:  463-1847

EDMONTON LOGOS SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2006ï2007)

President            Bruce Wilkinson      483-5912
Vice-President   Leif Stolee                434-5089
Secretary            Sandra Alexander     486-0029
Treasurer           Monica Breitkreutz 430-8225

Director              David Jeffares          438-0404
Director              Corinne Knop          465-8037
Director              Emily Westwood      436-8796

Visit us on the web at

www.christianprogram.ca

Planned New 
Location
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EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD 
REPORT: APPROVAL OF LOGOS PROGRAM

PURPOSE: To acquaint the reader with the document that was approved by the 
Edmonton Public School Board thus creating the Logos Program as 
requested by the Edmonton Logos Society. It represents the Boardôs com-
mitment to parents, students, and the Logos Society regarding the nature of 
the program. It is Edmonton Public Schoolôs expectation that schools will 
implement the program according to these commitments.

RECOMMENDATION

1. That, subject to sufficient enrolment and 
operating within the policies and regula-
tions of Edmonton Public Schools, the 
establishment of the Logos alternative 
elementary-junior high program for kin-
dergarten to grade 9 students beginning 
in the 1996-97 school year be approved.

*  *  *  *  *

Background:

Over the last several months, the administra-
tion has been involved in discussions with the 
Edmonton Logos Society. The society asked that 
the district consider the establishment of a tradi-
tional school with a Christian environment. With 
regard to the instructional program, the request 
is for programming as described for the Cogito 
alternative program approved by board in April 
1995. What distinguishes Logos from Cogito is 
the instructional environment. In this regard, the 
request is for a non-denominational Christian 
environment based on traditional Christian prin-
ciples such as the Sermon on the Mount, the Ten 
Commandments, and the Apostlesô Creed.

Under section 16 of the School Act, the 
board has the authority to establish an alterna-
tive program that emphasizes a particular lan-

guage, culture, religion or subject matter, or uses 
a particular teaching philosophy. Such programs 
as a board chooses to approve become part of 
the district. Alternative programs are set up in 
order that the district might respond to parent 
requests for different approaches to instruction 
of the provincial curriculum.

Proposed Program:

1. Name: Logos Alternative Program

2. Curriculum and Program FocusCurriculum and Program Focus: The cur-
riculum for the program would be that pre-
scribed by Alberta Education and, as with 
all programs, there would be standards of 
achievement and measurable objectives for 
each grade level. The instruction would focus 
on the academic basics, the arts, physical 
education, and the significant advances in 
science and technology. Homework would 
be assigned on a regular basis and system-
atic attention would be paid to the marking 
of studentsô work and the correction of their 
errors. There would be clear and objective 
reporting of studentsô progress. Teaching 
methodology would include teacher-centred, 
large group instruction, small group instruc-
tion, individual projects, and use of drills, 
memorization, worksheets, and exercises. 
Language arts instruction would emphasize 


